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The following are verbatim entries secording to dates: 

January 7 
Get some letters and take our names off at golden 

eitey get saddle & bridle harness lead bars long 

leriets with each poney pack 

Get some of George Banning if you ean and tell 

him when he gots done hunting before going east to fetch 

my gun up here 

Jenuary 8 
lirs Rhodes — 

Please let wr Baird heve my Buffalo Robe 
Re Varrin 

January 9 
Fanny, will you please give Jo all of our things that 

we left st your house. You may take the trimming off 

the bonnet and for I cannot get the money 

to buy the bornet. then there is Georges* hat, thet 

bed quilt flat iron "ills account book that red covered 

book, my pin will you please give things 

and if there is anything that I have not mentioned 

that you have seen will you please send them. ‘those 

Collars suited me first rate 
With love Sum 

Mareh 22 
oman left Geneseo for York state to day shout eleven 

oclock and twenty minits 

April 12 
feem with two of the boys Tomey & George left home 

for the gold mines I went with them sbout five miles 

got stuck once in that distance I then walked back 

home went to Gilberts paid him rained a little about 

noon regeived two dollers of ‘rite Kider went to town 

hed my watch mended cost fifty cents powder flask mend- 

ed twenty five cents belt made for knife & revolver 

paid seventy five cents setled with Stewart got a 

pair of boots & some stove Pipe took supper at Rubin 

bones walked home eteped to ladys on the wey got home 

at nine oelock P HM went to bed at eleven. 

April 15 
Got up at two oslock A. MU. eat our breakfast took 

our guns satehel boots & stove pipe bid our folks 

that wos there good by and started for oakley to teke 

the cars at five oclock John & myself it wes very derk 

and fogy and our load very heavy we had to keep elost 

to the fence to kep from geting lost the cars past us 

just before we got there walked on to oplon I waited 

til one oclock went to Rock island on the coal train 

epent the rest of the efter noon in going around the 

city and looking for the boys fomd they wes not there 

wrote a little tc Emma and went to bed tired & sleepy 
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minesota belle & steam packet bound for 

sixty three dollers for a through ticket 

four of us teem and load to St Joseph 

eloven that night went asrost the rive 
then got on the that george 

April 36 
I ean hardly mention eney particular time of geting 

up this morning for it was a continual geting up and 

laying dom all night there was aplonty of irish on 

the boet sum cursing and swaring others singing & 

holering you may not wonder if we wished the boat in 

tefeit and our selves on shore but as you see the morn=- 

ing came end the boat run beck acrost the river we got 

our powder & some eatables & about nine oclock we start~ 

ed dowm the river cur wagon box was up on the huracane 

deck we covered it put our bed in wrote to Euma past 

severe] handsome vileges ons of them being muscateen 

went to bed thet night in our wagon box 

April 17 

Got up this morning rather late though feeling con<« 

siderable refreshed from a good nights sleep wint down 

below to boll some potatees fry some meat & make some 

tea nocked a sup of hot tea over in to the fire & hot 

ashes whieh gaused them to fly in all @irections caus- 

ing, regular smug searing two or three girls & fourteen 

er fifteen irish men to denth or nearly however we got 

our breakfast and eat it it is quite warm and pleasant 

about noo we stoped at warsew the eapten left a large 

emount of corn & took on e lot of whisky we got sone 

flour end we pressed on dawn the river. 

g ¢?
 

af
 ce 

ii |



Diary-3 

things ig much forwarder here then at home the treese 

are quite green the steam boats wer so thick thet they 

had hard work to land tut it was finnly acomplished 

and we got our things the steemer MeGill I 

then went te post office put a letter in directed to 

fmma traveled around the city some found ft to be a 

large place and a great deal of business done there 

left about 5 oslock PN 

April 19 
Found ourselves this morning at St Charles got our 

breakfast this morning and an now writing down what 

has pased Tomey is not very well I think it is on 

account of the water it is very mudey the rest of us 

fel prety smart they just stoped for wood the fruit 

trees here are ali in blosom and the weather is so 
warm ag to be uncomfortable there is meny beautiful 
places along ths Missourie river here we have been 
stuck twice on a send bar today nothing of aney acount 

took plece today 

April 20 5 ' 

Got up this morning found the boat on « send bar got on 

about twelve oclock at night did not get of untill about 

three this efternoon the bar we were first on was near the 

edge of the river ebout five rods from the bank of the river 

4s a ledge rock I should judge nearly two hundred feet high 

I went ashore gethered a nice bunch of sweet williems keteh- 

ed & cup of water es it runing dom from the rocks end drink~- 

ed the wether is not onely warm but hot health prety good 

April 23 
Onee more morning has come and allso Jeferson City ia in 

sight that is the capital of Vissury there is a states 

prison there walled in with high stone wail I went ashore 

for some bread and along rase for 1t but I finely got some 

got back on to the boat and was wet and ehilley for it was 

raining and rather eold went on to Fr nee stoped there 

night thieker then toads after « rain got us some Suppor 

end went to bed 

April 22 
we @id not go fer last night lended ot Boomingte this 

morning it is a very prety place went ashore bought sone 

bread and eples went aboard egein went down below one of 

the waters came down threw some orange pealing on Tomey 

he got up hit him « rap side of the head kicked him and 

let him go guess he wont bother much more got to Glaseow 
et night the water rather cool got our supper and went to 

bed rather early
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April 28 

Get up this morning foud ourselves at miami went 

to a store and bought some pies eat our potatoes all 

up for breakfast our bread all up for diner saw some 

wild turkes and lots of wild geese in the river it is 

@ plesent warm day stoped et Perlin about four oclock 

this afternoo could not get eney bread bought a few 

erackers guess we will have a rather dry supper dont 

you stoped at lexington abought eight oslock quite a 

prety place 

April 24 
You see that today is headed Sunday but to te11 the 

trough they have no Sundsy on the river it is a pleasant 

day but seems gloomey to me 0 how I wish I could spend 

today with Emm how gled she would be to hold my head 

in her lap and give it a good seratching but it is not 

so to be the bigest part of the day has been spent in 

reading end it is now evening and we are at kansas city 

it is a beautiful place I went ashore and bought some 

bread and ples 

April 26 
I shot a dusk this morning while the boat was a going 

Saw some wild turkeys but did not get a shot at them 

got to levenworth citey at nine oolock this morning 
went all over the eity found things is cheap as in gen- 

eseo bought some quicksilver & some medisen left hore 

a bout five this after noon we are haveing a nice warn 
house Tomey has just called me out to see a carage tip 

over we expect to get to St. Joseph to morow and glad 

I shall be for I am tired of this old boat 

April 26 
Got up this morning found our selves at Atehison got 

some breakfast packed our things fixed our wagon cover 

and pre pared to leave the boat got to St Jo a bout two 

oolosk it was near dark when we got our things loaded 

on to the wagon drove about 3/4 of a mile stuck our tent 

and eat some pie end bread for our supper went to bed 

Apr&l 27 
got up this morning baked some bisekit for the firat 

time got a prety good breakfast found we had lost our 

box of groceres and a bag meal wrote a letter to Emm 

went in to the sitey went to the office put a letter 

in but got none in return bought some more grocers 

gome deming and hall from geneseo herd herd not very 
incouregeing news from the peak found provision and 

grocers as cheap as in geneseo weather warm and pleasent 

April 28 
got up this morning got our breakfast ond worke done 

up wrote two letters one to Frederick and one Alfred 

but foud none for me george got one from his wife
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© how I longed to got a letter from Emma went back to 

our tent took it dow hitched up our team and with three 

other teens that came up the river with us we started 

for the river crossed on the fery in to kansas drove 

a bought two miles camped turned our cattle out to grass 

in a field 

April 29 
Got up this morning found some of them wanted to 

leave but John and I thought we could not leave with- 

out locking ones mor for a letter so we went back & 

erossed the river John got one but I got none I left 

word 4f there was sney come to have them forwarded on 

te ft kerney I allso sent a line to Iowa sity so iff 

there was eney there to have them sent on to fort 

kerney I then went back fixed some cough medisen and 

some biters got some super and went to bed 

April 30 
Whoraw for the peak I was the first one up this 

morning and as soo ss we had eat our breakfast we 

all atarted for the peak stoped at noon baked bread 

for diner and drove on about a mile beyend coton wood 

springs and camped being sbout twelve miles there we 

foumd a nice little spring and grass for our cattle 

but no wood we eut up & cople of eld posts though and 

got some supper we then concluded to have a watch there 

being fourteen of us incompany there wer two to stand 

to time it fell on John & me to stand first he was siek 

& I stood a lone 

May 2 
I did net get up this morning very early some were 

farce for going on but John and I and the boys with one 

other team would not go so they concluded to stay there 

hee several teams passed here to dey but I think they 
will not gain much in the end 

May 2 
Got up this morning and John was shaking with the 

fever anague we fixed a bed in the wagon went on mtill 

noon foumd good feed for cattle got some dimer and then 

drove sbout a mile beyond soton wood springs snd camped 

for the night we had aplenty of good water but not very 

good feed 

May 3 
The weather is fine the roads dry the perrarie beau- 

tiful and our health good with the exception of John 

we drove today shout eleven miles to wolf crick where 

we found a plenty of wood and water but feed rather 

short Tuesday today we drove to little grasshoper orick 

where we found a plenty ef wood and water feed short 

indians plenty
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May 4 
: Got up this morning or rather I was up for it was 
my watch the leter part of the night got our breakfast 
greesed our wagon and I took the whip and drove about 
fifteen rods when I missed my revolver I mew that T 
mast of lost it out of my belt while I was a greesing 
our wagon I went straight back but it was gone I 
thought that some Indian boys had teken it and so they 
had and we had quite a cheese before we got it we then 
drove to big grasshoper erick and camped 

May & 
John had got smart again and we all feel prety well 

I have a cough yet we drove about sixteen miles to day 
and semped on the perrarie where there was no wood and 
no water but slew water but we hed good feed for our 

cattle 

Mey 6 ; 
drove about eight miles and camped for diner had a 

bad rain hitched up and drove about seven miles farther 

reads rather mudy 

Mey 7 
passed sixty mormon wagons going te Salt leke roads 

muddy herd rather poor news of the peak camped on the 
perrarie et night it is Johns and my wateh to night 

May 8 ; 

the day is pleasant and warm Arnet passed here today 
I rete to Enma & had some sweet corn for supper got the 
milk of an Irigh woman 

May 9 
Got up this morning found the the wether fine drove 

on +111 night drove about a mille and ahalf off the 
road and camped for the night by a little erick timber- 
ed white oak land good 

May 10 
Got up thie morning at four oclock got our breakfast 

started on got to the big blue about ten oolock erossed - 
on the fery camped for diner found lots of teams comeing 
pack sald pikes peak was a humbug and said three of the 
men that had got up the excitement hed been killed and 
evry eity waa bumt to the ground we drove a few miles 
farther that after noon end camped for the night had a 
tremendus thunder shour took us ail to hold up our tent 
and it was hard work strained my stumack some 

May 11 
Got up thie morning out of a wet bed leme and tired 

sterted on though we had but little faith in the peak 
stoped at coton wood erick for diner drove on in the
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afternoon camped ot night by « oriek found lots of 

teams camped going back passed fifty one before camp- 

ing had « tremendous heil storm thunder and wind blew 

our tent down and raised hob with us wet all of 

ped olothes ; 

May 12 
We did not get up very early this morning and did 

not leave here untill noon then we started back drove 

about five miles and stoped talked the mater over and 

concluded to go on once more until] we wer better sat- 

isfied we then camped fer the night 

May 15 
Got up this morning found the weather very cold got 

our breakfast and started on drove sbout twenty five 

miles net I presume one hundred and fifty teams found 

thet two steam mills had turned around and cone back 

and sew some men we wer equeinted with on the boat so 

we concluded it was not best to go farther and turmed 

drove back four or five miles and camped for the night 

slept in our wagon 

May 14 
It rained nearly ali night last night got up very 

lete this morning did not leave here untill noon then 

we drove six or eight miles where we found e plenty of 

wood ond water got our super red e little in the even- 

ing and went to bed 

May 15 
Got up this morning rather late the rest of the 

teams thet wer camped there wer all leaveing George 

wented to drive on but John and I did net so we 

staide where we was it was pleasant in the foornom 

but about two oclock there came up a thunder shoure 

that lested untill near mormming this 4s the same place 

we wey camped when we hed the hail storm it is en um- 
full plese for storms 

May 16 
Got up this morning found it very fogey so much so 

that we wer bothered te find our é 

seventeen miles to the big blue end camped for the night 

where we found a plenty of and ter 

Mey 17 
We arove te the fery this morning and found a large 

mumber there the fery men would no 

less they would pay tro and a he 
they seid they would take the fe 

eents the rest beeked down on takeing the fery I believe 

we then drove some twelve miles and camped for the night 

without wood or water
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May 18 
Started this morning «nd drove 

blaek vermilion criek found the sr’ 
eould not cross sold some flour lard and beans and 
helped our load end divided it the criek was not low 
enough te cross at night so we lay over £111 morning 

May 19-22 pages missing 

Gstober 26 
left denver sbout middie of the afternoon drove some 

five miles cemped for night got our supper end set arsund 
awhile and went to bed 

& 

Oetober 27 
Got up this morning bright and early got our break- 

fast and started again om our road camped for dinner 
£111 night drove about trenty niles 

wery dim tonight I remarked that 
get a storm before long some strang= 

r some moet & coffee let them have it 
bed 

20 
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Osteber 28 
Got up thie morning before light to our break- 

fast for we see we going to get a storm 

we just got our teams hitched up os the snow began to 
fall we drove five miles it was very cold end our miles 
feet : 

Oeteber 29 
Get up thia morning rether late it is very eold 

though the storm fa over the mules ball vory bad th 
foornoon cate give out this afternom I hed te put 
burts mule drove twenty miles end camped took the 
to a cabin fer our fire prety eold & windy the boys are 
having quite a seale 

20 

Oeteber 30 
Rather cold this morning however we havs got & very 

geod start drove twenty five miles today within two 
EES ee lived 

October 51 
Rede in to colerade this morning saw banning 

some others thet I knew then went on and over took & 
the teams drove twelve miles and for night ‘
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November 1 

got up this morning found the ground coverd with 

snow drove on killed an antilope had some for dimer 

then drove on till night drove about thirteen miles 
18 

November 2 
Got up this morning drove fifteen miles to pueblo 

and camped got some mules shod ketched some fish and 
went ta bed 

16 

November $ 
Coneluded to lay over today done e little washing 

ketehed a few fish our grase is very poor through here 
eate is very poor a little afraid that she 

will not stand the trip weather pleasant 
0 

November 4 
Started this morning drove twelve miles camped for 

diner nearly give out burts mule leme drove eight 
miles more this after noon and camped for the night 

B 
8 

20 

Page missing 

November 7 
It is quite warm this morning gets quite cool to-~ 

wards noon drove some fifteen miles today & camped 
on the Warfano the night before there was a span of 

mules stole here and there was a train robed here a 

short time ago 
6 

November 8 
Started this morning and drove some four or five 

miles before breakfast the weather is fine we are a 
crossing the range there is some snow here and the 
mountains are steap end stoney drove about twelve 
miles today and camped for the night we are not the 
range 

12 

November 9 
Got up this morning pretey sarley got our breakfast 

and started over the range we had to put six mules on 
a wagon to get over and then it was hard work comeneed 
snowing a tout eight oclock and hes snowed nearley all 
day baked bread again to night about twelve miles to 
day it is snowing like ali getout now 

12
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November 10 
It is very cold this morning the ground coverd with 

snow we past fort garlen sbout three osleck stoped a 
little while et the fort and then drove on about three 
miles end camped had a jack rabit for super drove some 

fifteen miles to day 
1s 

November 11 
- To day the road is good & the weather fine drove to 

and samped wood and water went to a Mexican 

fandengo or dence had a great old time dreve fifteen 
miles 

15 

November 12 
Started this morning and drove to Cas arie and camp- 

ed wood & water no grass went to a fandango again drove 
twelve niles 

12 

November 13 
Wether pleasant roads good drove to reo-colerado or 

red river a Mexican town water & wood grass poor baked 
drove twenty five miles 
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November 14 
Roads very hilley had toe double teams bought some 

¢orm and at night some eggs drove ten miles to a little 

Mexican seteiment and camped for the night 

November 15 : 

Cold snowed some passed a Mexicen town about ten 
oclock got to touse at twelve drove fifteen miles 

16 
19 
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278


