Seoul Kores Fab, I3 Tuné

Near Edwin and Mary:- '

T have b2an so rushed this wa=2®* that I haye had no tims to
write a word to you or anvone alsa, I hav® b2en to Chemulpo and
pack svery day sxcani taday and monday, The great battle tcok
placs on Tussday bui I dig nol @i down tners ill 1% wag ovar, I
was in tiee Lo s33 the Vauriak sink, It was on awful sip at. I was
out on ine smasrican ginboat Vigksbur: at the time and so was very
neur the Yariak Sha burne: and than turned on her side and sank
It was an sathrely rn3w 3xnarisace for me, All her dead, feriy in
nurnber were purisd in ner, Thay were nlaced in a cubin and lbcksd

~and tasn the boat was abandonsd, I have writiten a long account of
4% for tha Tribune znd you will' probably s=e it (hers, I hons so
‘at lzast, T nave also sant accounts of it to itns Chicugw Intera
Nzsan and the London Timss, The Japanss3 will not tall whan a boat
is going so ws have ulgnlv te put our mail in and 1=t it go whan
it wiil, For inis reason T am not sure ihat =y lstiers have gotten
O0Ff ag promptly as that ©F any other cerrsenondsnt, but I fendly
“hone tney have. I° not T shall get "ieft¥. The Timss correspondent
. falled to gt hare and I an going to cable them on Monday and ar-
-rangs t0 have telecrams gent from here, T shall not do it myself
-~put will have it in hand., Tho other dav T received word frOn our
Ttman in Tokye that my salary was raised to ?IBO, g mentn, If I
aresnse the Times matter it will pay me well. Tt is rather for-
tunate for me thate it is vacation time with me, I shall be free
“foyr some twentvy davs vst, Murins this week I have not mads much
“pRrocress on mr hook fof the Cantury 4s you may imuging pur I am
snot forgsiting that 1t needs attisntion, Nf course this battile bus-
~insss was rather special., I think that Ssoul will no longmsr be so
intaresting except that it will bse {he place wheres wmany troops
“will land durin? the naxt month. Japan seens to be having things

all her own way, Verly half the big ussian battie-shipg have Leen

put out o cowmisston LY them, I musi suy that so long as war was
nacessary sk all T am jglad to ses the Junaness win, IL is ysi to
‘be proved what thev can do on land, but I fesl surs that thay will
nammer the Russians thers as well as tasy did on the sea, Ssoul
is sure to Le the cantsr for the distribuiion of news for a long
©tipe if the fignting is to be in northern ¥orsa, or sven in
Bagtern Kanshuria, Tt wiil nrobably have to bs pul on the wires at
whis point and so T am sure to have snough %o do, As thinge have
“turned ocut it may be as weli that I did not get away to Amsrica. I
“should have been very plzased (o go put taking it all togsiher I
fael that it was better thai I staved, The wen who ars backing me
‘will soon go into powsr now that the Japanss® have come and inen
1y chance® may come, bui T do nobt bank oa it at all, You cannot
tall what a day will bringy forth, sspeciully ¥n Vorsa, We ars all\

well aend thriving, The childrsu ares growing rapldlv, Helsn is al-

—— T A e T

most as big as her wmother,

et | think yr“ would adviss it teo if you

In fact her arms ara rpich lonoer, Vay
is about as busy as T zm, She acted us nurse at an obsteiris case
a Taw davs ago and the doctor arrivad an nour too lats, ‘She 4id
fins work, She would b8 greatly nisced ir sne spouid lsavs Lidé

“leompunity,

The day of the battle we wara all serenely at work hare when sud
denlvy the beorinz of the juns over thirty niles away was pliainly

heard, Tt was a sound to bz remsmpered, If I had rua for the sta-
‘tion’'I spowid have been in time to ses the Woryair Liown up, bul
iy luck was apeinst mes ot my

yadiment Was asleep and T waited 31l
the next train, and was too lats, “ell, I shall prouvably naver DS
able® to have suck a chance avain, e thall awalt with some inter-

‘sat the nmilitary dsveloprents 1n ths noe th, for if tnhe Rssians

sanuid be susesssful and t.e Japansse should bs pressad back far

Yymisht b2 necsssary fér us o puli up stakas for a tine, But e-
ven in that cass ws would be in no ‘sort of dungsr, It would make &

sort of summer vacation. But I am goin:; to stop her: and go to bed
somild s2@ the slock,
Yours most affeciionatsly
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Seoul Korea Feb, I3 I904

Dear  Father and Mother:-
I have been so rushed this week that I have had no time to
write a word to you or amyone else, I have besn to Chemulpo and
back every day except today and monday. The great battle took
place on Tuesday but I did not get down there till it was over, I
was in time to see the Variak sink. It was an wwful sight. I was
out on the American ginboat Vicksburg at the time and so was very
near the Variak, She burned and then turned on her side and sunk
It was an entirely new sxperience for me. All her dead, foriy in
number were buried in her, Thsy were placed in a cabin and 1@cked
and then the boat was abandoned. I have written a long account of
it for the Tribune and you will probably sse it there, I hope so
at least. T have also sent accounts of it to the Chicago Inter=-
Ocean and the London Times, The Japansse will not tell when a boat
is going so we have simply to put our mail in and 1et it go when
it will. For this reason I am not sure that my letters have gottien
off as promptly as that of any other correspondent, but I fondly
hope they have. If not T shall get "left", The Times correspondent
falled to get heres and T am going to cable them on Monday and ar-
rangs 10 have telegrams sent from here, I shmgll not do it myself
but will have it in hand. The other day I régeived word from our
'man in Tokyo that my salary was raised to 9!50!PA§ month, If I
arrange the Times matter it will pay me well, It is rather for.
tunate for me thatt it is vacation time with me., I shall be free
for some twenty days vet, During this week I have not made much
progress on my book for the Century as you may imagine, but I am
not forgetting that it needs attention., Of course this battle buse
iness was rather special. T think that Seoul will no longer be so
interesting except that it will be the place where many troops
will land during the next month, Japan ssems to be having things
all her own way, Nerly half the big Russian battle~ships have been
put out of commissdon by them, I must say that so long as war was
nscessary af all I am glad to see the Japanese win., It is yet to
be proved what they can do on land, but I feel sure that thay will
hammer the Russians there as well as they did on the sea, Seoul
is sure to be th® center for the distribution of nmews for a long
time 1f the fighting is to be in northern Korea, or sven in
Eastern Manchuria, Tt will probably have to be put on the wires at
this point and so T am sure to have enough %0 do. As things have
turned out it may be as well that I did not get away to America, I
.gggg;d have been very pleased to go but taking it all together I
::11 :Ei: it was better that I stayed. Ths men who are backing me
g0 into power no¥ that the Japaness have come and then
?Zlghzzzz zﬁgaioﬁgile:iI d; n:t bank on it at all, You gannot
817 and Snetvis 2 ng forth, especially in Korea, We are all
g+ The children are growing rapidiy,

-

most as big as her mother, In fact her arms are much longer., May

is about as busy as I am, She acted as nurse at an obstetric case
a few days ago and the doctor arrived an hour too late. She did
fins work., She would bs greatly missed if she should lsave this
community. _

The day of the battle we were all serenely at work here when sud
dsnly the booming of ths guns over thirty miles away was plainly
heard. It was a sound to be remembered., If I had run for the sta=-
tion I should have been in times to ses the Koryeiz blown up, but
my luck was against me ot my judgment Was asleep and T waited till
the next train, and was too late, Well, I shall probably never be
able to have Such a chance again, We thall await with some inter-
est the military developments in the nor th, for if the Russians
should be successful and the Japanese should be pressed back far
it might be necessary for us to pull up stakes for a time, But e=-
ven in that case we would be in no sort of danger. It would make a
sort of summer vacation., But I am going to stop hers and go to bed
I think you would advise it too if you could see the clock.

Yours most affectionately
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