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393 EBmerson Strest

Denver, Colo

Coarroll B, lalone

Colorado Sorings

Colerado
Deor Sir:

In accordance with wour reasuest at the suoper at the
Arponaut last week I have today sent wou a typewritten copy
of mv Father»'sg Disry »hich covers his trip from Ashtabulq,
Ohic to Californis Gy leh, loter known as Leadvillse, hils stav
there durine thst summer (1861) and hig return as far as
Plattsmouth, Nebraska the following lovember.

Fprom flattsmouth I think he wslked much of the way,
perhers 211 of it to his brother Leveretts who lived on a
farm in liortheastern Iows and from there by R. R. to Onio
wherse my Mother, Sistar and I had lived during his absence,

That winter we all came gut to Iowa where we lived on
the farm before mentioned until lMay, 1863 when we started
for Coleorado with 2 voke of oxnn and & cowv, Qur wason cover
instead of being covered wilbth canvas as were most was made
of light-lumbar it h doors at the end and a small window on
each side, Iy sister and I could sleen cross wise of the
wapon and Father and Vother the other way. Wa were I think
ahout 8 waeks resching Denver then = placs of possibly 1,000
neonls, T imapgine it took us enother wesk to covar the 120
miles to Colifornia Guleh, nossibly a 1ittle more. ¥y

Father died in 1865 and my lother secured nassape for us
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scross the Flains with a Freisghfter with covered 'lagon and
I'ules, and in 1066 we again came out with team malking three
trips vith toam and warmon across the Great American Desert
as it was then cnlled, Ve went to Gilpin County 1In 1866
where my Tother died in 187Y5. 1 1lived there until 1625
wlen L ocame bo Lenver and have resided here since though

T drive up to Central Uity every month where L 54111 write
n 1ittle fire insurance.

Please return the papers to me ab your convenlence.
oronld you come to Denver some time we would be plessed to
have vou c=ll.

Yours,

B. ®. Seymour



THE DIARY OF EDWARD SEYMOUKR

The Trip from Ohio to Denver in 1861

March 18, 1861.--Left home at half past six O'clock in the morning for
Pike's Peak. But am I to come back, Heaven only knows. But necessity
compels me to do something and T c-nnot do it at home and Plkes Pesk,

I believe is the place for me to g, but it 1s very hard to leave my
wife, children and frlends and go away fifteen hundred miles without
mowine when I shall come back, if ever. Arrived at Cleveland at 9:30
o'clock. Spent the day in purchasing such things as I needed for my
outfit. Left Cleveland for Chieago at 8 oteclock in the evenine.
Arrived at Toledo at one o'clock a. m., changed cars and started for
Chicago.

Merch 19.~-At half-past flve, stopped at White Plgeon and ~ot breakfast.
Arrived at Chiecago at 11 o'clock a.m., changed cars and took the train
for Juiney. 2 o'clock p.m. astopped at Mendota and got dinner, arrived
at nalesburg at 8 in the evenling. This afternoon I have passed throurh
some splendid farming country and some beautlful villases. Aurora 30
mileg from Chicaso is a very nice place, but such prailries, we would

go miles and miles without coming to any timber except along the banks
of some stream or now and then a little grove. The land 1s slightly
rollins generally. Galesburg from what T eould see {(and that was but
1ittle) scems to be quite a stirry place.

March 20, 1861.--Arrived at nquincy at one o'clock this morning. Went
up town and stopped t1ll 8 o'clock when I took the ferry boat and cross-
ed the river and took the cars for Palmyra at Palmyra I had to walt
for the train from Hanlbal 2 hours, but finally got started for 3St.
Joseph which is 206 miles from Quincy and arrived there (St. Jo) at

10 otelock this evening and found uncle Burton at the depot walting

for us. (Roger and myself) came up to the Allen House and put up for

the night or until we get readv to start for the Peak,
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Mareh 21.--We have been looking around to-day to see how we will go to
the Pezk, but have not yet determined how we will go. St. Jo. 1s con-
siderable of a place, it is very much scattered but there is a great
deal of tusiness done here, and there are some splendid buildings.
VMarch 22.--We have to-day agreed with a man to earry us to Denver City
for forty dollars and he 1s to bo<rd us, and he seems to be a pretty
fine man., le 1s going to have seven passenners so there 1s a prospect
of having a pretty lively time. We are to gtart next Monday morning
so that we shall have to zet all things ready tomorrow,.

March 23.--Have done nothing of any account to-day except lounge around
the hotel which is very tiresome business for myself,

Evening.--Two men came in on the cars bound for the Pesk and want to
cet some way to »o oub and they seem to be first rate men, and having
seen some of the fellows that are going out with the men thet we oX~
peeted to go with we concluded that we did not care about goling with
them.

Sunday, lsrch 24,--Went to chureh in the morning, when 1t seemcd very
mch like home. So much so that 1t was almost impossible to keep the
tears from running. At 7 o'clock in the evening, went to church again
and it scemed as though I never recelved soO much real pleasure from
polng to church before in my life.

lionday, March £5,--This morning went to church at ¢ o'eclock, In the
afternoon stopped at the Hotel most of the time. We have concluded to
go in with the Gentlemen that came in Saturday night, (George Harrlson
of Virginiavand Charles Johnson of Kentucky) and buy a team and rpo out
together.,

Tuesday, March 26,--Went %o church this morning. We have bought a
pair of mules, h-rness and wagon to-day and taken two passengers at
#35,00 each and we board them.

Wednesday, llarch 27,.--llave taken two more passengers at same price as the
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others, and bourht two ponies to ride. We expected to go over the river
to-day but shall npt be able to ~et ready. I think we have got a goeod
outfit which has cost nearly or quite five hundred dollars and I believe
we have n first rate company. I think there will be no trouble on the
road., I am very much dlsappointed in Rodger, he has not been to church
since we come here and his speech is very bad. I wrote a letter to my
wife and children to-day, bub I dare not think too much about home for
if T do it stirs up my feelings so that I can hnrdly control myself,

and earn something before I go home I must 1f possible.

Thursday, March 28,--This morning we hitched up our team and commenced
loading up, but it took us till noon before we got ready to cross the
river, About one o'clock we crossed the river to Elwood where we
stopped and sot a luncheon. From there we went five miles across the
bottom to Wathema then we came bo the Bluffs. After watering the team
we started for Troy 7 miles distant. The country from Wathena to Troy
is very hilly, not so much so but what the most of it micht be tilled.
But too rough to suit me, we passed ITroy about a mile and set up our
tent for the night on the bank of a little stream where we had a plenty
of wood =nd water and that is the main thing to look out for in a
camping place., We have a little shest-iron stove to cook on so that

we need but 1ittle wood, our tent is @ by 14 feet scarcely large enough
for all of us to sleep in,

Friday, March 29,--Uncle Burton and myself slept in the wagon last night,.
“Then we woke up this morning 1t was raining gquite smartly. The stove

we have to set up out of doors so that we have to cook in the storm
whenever 1t storms. Rodger and Mr. Brooks one of our passengers does
the cooking. About time breakfast was ready it stopped ralining. After
eatiﬁg and getting things put up we hitched up and started, but found

the rosd very slipery on account of the rain. When we had traveled

about two miles we got 1lnto 2 slough and had to unload before we could
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get out. The roads to-day have been rather bad, very hilly and muddy.
Tonight we have set up our tent sbout & mile before we get bto Robison.
Ssturcay, March 30.--Last night T slept in the wegon alone and before mornin~
got pretty cold for the reason that it was a very cold night.

Came on Lo Robison ~nd stopped and wrote a few lines to Father., The

roads to-day have been drj and nice and not so hilly. After traveling
about seven miles we came on to the Indian reserve which is 12 miles

wide anc¢ 25 miles long and it 1s the handsomest prairie 1 ever saw.

Tt is perfectly beautiful the only objection is the scarcity of timber
which is the case all over Kansas. Through this mrt of the gtate

there is a scarcity of provisions, but not nearly as bad as 1t is farther
south. There has been a great amount of suffering here or in the state
this winter and would have been & great deal worse if 1t haed not been

for the help from other states. There has hundreds of cattle

died and working cattle that have stood it through are very poor generally-
go people +ill not be able thig spring to get in the crops that they other-
wige would. e reached Capplona at sundown md stopped for the night.

Got the horses into a barn the only cne in the place and it only takes

wo houses in a place here to make a town and in some cases I believe

there is but one. Rodger has been quite unwell since Thursday night when
he was taken vomiting.

aunday, larch 51,--Last night Rodger and I slept in the wagon and I slept
first rate too. ‘hen we woke up this morning 1t was raining again and

has kept raining most of the day. To-day we have not hitched up at all,

We got a little house that wes empby to put our stove in so that we

could coolk some. The reat of the company slept on the Barroom floor. Tﬁis
morning one of our mules had & very sore breast.

vonday, April 1st., 1661.~-Thisg morning we harnessed cne of the ponies,

(a Mexlcen bustang) and put him in with the nule that was well and start-

ed or tried to stort for he w-s not inclined to go, but after a while we
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got him sterted and drove him aboubt two hours when he stopped and would
go no farther. Then we put in the other ponie and he went along with-
out any trouble, but it wes very hard work for him. The roads belng very
slippery Tut not quite as hllly as before. 'We stopped at Senora??? to
feed sbout 2 o'clock. This is a very pretty and lively place, The sit-
uotion is » beautiful one, zltogether the best of any I have seen yet.
Thia afternoon we traveled but nine miles to Ashpoint where we stopped
for the night., TUncle Burt and I slept in the wagon and the rest in the
Bar-room,

Tuesday, April 2d.,--Thls morning we hitched up the Mustang again and
drove him the grenter part of the day. After leaving Ashpoint we trav-
eled twelve miles before we cnme to a house and that was a little cabin
covered with sod snd 2 miles farther on we came to Mr. Gultard's who
has a very rood house and a good barn and 2 very handsome farm. Here
we stopped and fed, after dinner we drove 14 miles to Maysville without
coming to a hovse or any timber., The sczreity of btimber is the greatb-
est objection I have to this western country but we have passed over
some very pleasant country to-day.

Wednesday, April 3.--Last night Uncle Burt and I slept in the wagon and
the others in the Bar-room. In the night it rained very hard again so
that the roads this morning were very bad and we had a hard time getting
up the hill from the ferry. lsysville 1s situated on the river called
{he Blg Blue, not a very pleassnt loeation in my opinion. We came to
Cottonwood 12 miles from Maysville and fed and did not pass a house on
the rond. About noon it began to rain again and continued to rain a
1ittle the most of the afternoon. After eating our dinner we went five
miles to “hat is cnlled 17 mile point and put up our tent and staked
out our horses and set our watch for the first time. TUncle Burt stood
guard the fore part of the night =2nd myself the latter part. 1t was a
very pleasant place off from the road about 80 rods by a li"tle stream

and good wood,
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Thursday, April 4.--Last night it rained hard so that Uncle Burt got very
wet in his watch, but 1t cleared away again before my watch came on.

We got breakfast, struck down our tent and got started on the road at 7
olclock., The roads were bad just like paste. We drove 15 miles and
stopped ~t Rock Creek for dinper. Just as ve had finished our dinner 1t
began to rain again and it rnined and bléw very hard for a 1little while.
Then it wns so slippery thet we concluded to stay all night, We stayed
with a Scotchman and it was the most susplclous looking place we have
seen yeb, but we were treated well. Harrison stands the first watch and
Johnson the second to-night.

Fridny April 5.--This morning we got started at half-past six and drove
18 miles before we stopped for dinner. 'Ve have passed over some fine
looking pr-irie this forenoon. We have traveled two days with the Bluffs
of the 1little Blue river looming up in sight to the Westward., We crossed
the Little Sandy about noon and five miles farther on we crossed the

Big Sendy. These two streams empty into the Little Blue in sight of
where we crossed them. Between these stresms 1 think would be a great
place to ralse stock. After dinner we traveled only six miles and stop-
ped at Mr, Mills so that we did not have to put up our tent to-nlght,
Saturday, April 6.--Thls morning we hiteched up the Mustang again md

had a pretty severe time to get him started, but we got under way about
7 ateclock. We drove 16 miles to where we came onto the Little Blue and
got dinner. Then hitehed up and drove 14 miles and comped, but could
get no hay for the team 80 that they vill have to pick what they can to-
night. Last night while I was on watch I took & blanket and put on and
1aid down on the ground because I was tired and the next I knew 1 woke
up from a good sound sleep. The third day out we saw three Indlans but
have seen nore since. Yesterday we saw a drove of Elk but they were a
long way off. Tnhe grestest objection to this country or this part of

the country is the smell amount of timber (and yet therse is more here



Diary of Edward Seymour--Page 7.

than in some other places) the drought or hall storms and very heavy
winds. The weather to-day has been fine.

Sundsy, April7.--This morning we started from Russell's Ranch about sun-
rise without any breakfast and drove five miles to Harrington Ranch where
we stopped and fed and got breakfast. Then we drove 18 miles to Pawnee
Ranch snJ stopped for the night. Here we saw several of the Pawnee In-
dians but they were very friendly. To one I gave a pocket knlfe and to
another a pair of pocket combs which seemed to please them very much.
ronday, April 8.--This mornring we got started in a good season about

11 miles after stsrting we left the Little Blue and saw no more of 1t.

|

We drove 14 miles snd stopped by Elm creek for dinner. Then went on
four mileg to Clark's Ranch and roh some hay and went on 8 miles farther
to Sand creek and camped for the night. Here we had no wood and had to
burn bulfalo chips. There was another team that ecamped with us so that
we were not alone.

fhuesdny April ©,--This morning we eat a cold lunch and started soon
after doylight, Drove 8 mlles where we came on to the Bottoms of the
Platte River then drove six mlles up the Bottom to Gregory's Ranch where
we stopped snd had a warm dinner, here I left a scarf glven me by Lucla.
After dinner we drove 8 miles to PFort Kearney where we stopped a 1little
while and then went on to Kearney City 2 miles farther whefe we put up.
When we got here I found that I had lost the scarf that Lucla gave me.
To-night I have written a little to my wife.

“lednesday, April 10.--When we got up this morning it was raining qulte
smartly, and we didn't get started until 10 o'clock and drove 20 mlles
to Gardner's and put up., The roads to-day have been rather wmuddy and
s1li pery.

Thursday, April 1l.--It has been so wet to-day that we have not hitched
up at all, thinking 1t better for the tesm to rest th-n to be driven in

the vain. The cooks have been cooking some and I have been walting on
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them. I ha'e written a letter to my wife to-day. I gave the lady of the
house some dried berries and she seemed very much pleaseé with them.
Friday, April 12, --This mo ning the weather was pleasant and we started
in rood season and drove to tlumb Creek and stopped for dinner after
which we drove to Pat Malally's Ranch meking 31 miles to-day. The roads
this morning were a 1llttle muddy but not very bad. _T;ere were gome
tuffolo at Plumb Creeck just before we reached there,

gaturdey, April 15.--To-day we have driven 29 miles to Gilman's Ranch
and had good roads. Here the Indians are camped all around the rench.
There is over 90 tents and the ranchmen estimate the number of Indians
at from B8CO to 1000 and I think they mast have as many as 500 horses

for the plnin is covered with them. The Indians are very quiet and
peaceable. The™ pbelong to the Ogalally band of the Sioux tribe, Uncle
Burt traded in a red blanket with one of them for a Buffalo robe.
Sunday, April 14,--To-day we drove 38 mlles to Fremonts 3lough.

vonday, April 15.--To-day we have driven 35 miles to Alkall Springs
with the seme dull scenery or no scenery at all which makes it very ted-
ious troveling. |

Tiesday, April 16.--To-day we have driven 30 miles to Buckeye Ranch.
Jednesday, April 17.—-T0~day_we have traveled 33 miles and camped 10
miles above Julesburghvor the upper crossing of the Platte.

Thursday, April 18.--To-day we have come 34 miles to Lillian Springs
where there are some fine springs of nice pure water énd a pood place

to stop.

Friday, April 19.--To night we have camped at kxpress station after

driving 40 miles. Yesterday and to-day we have had some very heavy

sand to go through.

Saturdny, &pril 20.--%o night we have comped st what is coalled the
Junction where the cut-off leaves the Flatte road six miles before we

got here we came in sight of the mountains which are over 100 miles off.
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Sunday, April 21.--To-day we have traveled 31 mliles and stopped at an
express station for the night. We have seen to-day a great many antelope
and some deer;

Monday, April 22,--lo-day we have come 35 mlles to another station. To-
dsy we have seen a great many Indians belonging to Shyan Tribe and got~
some antelope mest for some molasses and flour.

DENVER, Tuesday, April 23.--To-day we have traveled 22 miles and arrived
here about 3 o'elock p.m, when we got within about 15 miles of this

place we had a grand view of the mountains and when we got here 1t seemed
as though they could not be more than one mile from here and yet they
are 12 miles away. But they are grand to behold, Longs Peak in the
north and Pike's Peak in the south, 110 miles apart.

Saturday, Aprll 27.--3tarted for California Gulech at 3 o'clock this P.M.
Sunday, May 5, Arrived 1n the Gulch to-day noon,

Sunday, May 19.--Have done nothing since arriving here but prospect some.
Sunk one shaft 20 feet but had to stop there on account of water, To -
day Uncle Buwr ton started for MeNulty.

Wondaw, liay 20.--George Harrison and myself in 3 hours rocked out $4.30,
the flrst gold that we have tried bto take out.

Tuesday, liay 2l.--3tarted to-day ncon for Bird's Eye Gulch with pack

on my ktack., Blrd's Eye Gulch 1s 8 mlles from California Gulch. Got

over about 3 o'clock, had s nice house to sleep in and a very pleasant
place around us.

May, 12,--4rote my wife to-day.

Mey, 19.,--Trote my wife to-day.

May, 28.--rote my wife to-day.

June 9--T 1s day wrote my wife.

June, 16.--Vrote my wife and Em. to-day. Too late for the mall,

June 17.--Rodger was taken sick last Wednesday night and has been very
sick ever since, was threatened very hard with a fever but ls some better

to-day.
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Sunday, June 25.-—Being too late last week to get my letters off I wrote
some more and put in both my wife'!s and Emeline's letters.

July 14.--Vrote my wife and Leverett to-day.

July 20,--8%~turday. Uncle Durton started June 8 on a prospecting ex-
pedition to Green River bubt by falling in company with a grent many other
men he =nd his pa bty were led astray and getting short of provisions

had to return before reaching thelr destination. They ot back here

July 9, after having been out 32 days and accomplishing nothing. July 18
Uncle Furton with five or six others started ngaln for same place with
great feith that they shall find something pretty good. ¥They expect to
be zcne from three-to four weeks. Julyl, I went over to Gilpin Gulch
about 20 miles from here %o represent a ¢laim there but I do not think

it of any account. I don't like the looks of the Gulch at all. Was

up on the mountains where there was plenty of snow, In the valley
stravberries were in bloom.

Wednesday, July 24.--Wrote my wife to-day. Last Sunday got 3 letters
from her.

Saturday, July 27.--Started thils morning for Buckskin Joe. Got there
about 4 o'clock in afternoon. Stayed there over Sunday. Monday mornin-
started for Independent Distriect about © miles from B.S. Joe, got there
about no n, stayed till Tuesday afternoon and returned to Buckskin Joe
after cett ng claim No, 36 on the Futman ts. lode., This Claim is

at the head waters of the South Fork of the Platte rlver. The scenery
here is the wildest and grandest that I ever saw, stayed at Buck Skin

Joe Tuesday night and Wednesday came home and on the road walked over
anow 15 or 20 feet deep., Pretty deep for the last days of July. While we
were gone on the trip we slept under pine trees and baked our bread on
flat stones.

Wedneaday, Aug.7.--Wrote my wife to-day.

Sund~y, Aug.ll.--"rote Leverett to-day, mailed Aug. 15, Got one letter

from my #ife and @rote her in answer.
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gaturday, Aug. 17, 1861,--0On Phursday of this week Charlie Hilton hung
hig pants up in our cabin as he has been in the hablt of dgoing all
qummer or of leaving anything that he vont=d to put awvay while he was

at work. To-day noon he come for his psnts and found his purse (contalin-
ingl63,50) missing and rodger 1s the man suspected of taking it. Judg-
ing from his actions at the time it was missed. But I hope for his sake
and that of his family that he is not guilty. DBut if he is guilty I
hope it may be found on him for the sake of ourselves, and God knows
that I om not the guilty man and T do not believe that G. W, Harrison

or Wm, Lubbeke (two men staying in the cabln with me) are either of them
guilty, now who is 1t¥ i1s the gquestion. I must walt and see.

Sunday, Aug. 18, 1861——To—day 13 my dear wife's birthday and I have
written pa t of a letter to her to-day, but ns the mall does not go till
Thursday I do nof finish 1t, hoping Uncle Burt may get back before that
time.

Tuesday, Aug. 20, 1861--To-day we have taken Rogers money and weighed it
and find that there is $40,00 dollars more than he can account for, and
the circumsta~ces against him ave very strong, but I do hope for his own
gake that he may prove himself innocent. Put from his statement to me
when we were by ourselves 1 cannot believe him guilty but I am afraild
that he cannot clesr himself 0 the satisfaction of all others concerned
in the matter. But.I ecannot and 7ill not believe him gullty till it is
proved against him, Hot even to clear myself from susplclon will I
pelieve any man really gullty £111 it is proved satisfactorily to my
mind that he is so. I want .very much to have my own character clensred
of any suspicion, but I do not want Lo sece any other man to suffer when
he ought not to for the sake of elearing myself mnd God grant that all
may be done right.

Tyursday, AUg. 22, 1861,--This morning finished a letter to my wife, com-

menced last Sunday.
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Thursday, 2 o'clock P.M. Aug. 22, 1861.--Last evening C. Hilton called a
miners meeting for the purpose of trying Roger for stealing his money, but
in defiance (as it seems) of the call and the notice glven him to appear
and defend himsslf, he this morning started off to go a‘ter berries when
pr. Hilton got out a writ and sent =a con-table after him who has just
brousht loger back. The trial‘will probably come off either this afternoon
ortomorrow. I hope it may be to-day if it will give Loger a chance to de-
fend himself, but 1 am afraid that his leaving to-day will be considered
another 1link in the chaln of circumstances already very strong against
him, but I want to see the affair brought to a close as soon as-possible
for T am in such a state of excitement that I ecannot work atb all, at the
risk of being suspected of the theft myself., I have told all the p-rties
concerned as well as others that I did nof believe that he was the gullty
man, but almost every one are of n dalfferent opinion and I am afraid 1t
will go hrrd with him but 1 sincerely hope that it w11l not.

Thursday, afternoon 3 olclock. --When Roger was tsken to the Justice offilce
he was glven the priviledge of glving baill for his appearance at court at
o o'elock on 8-turday morning but before giving baill he gent for me to go
his bail and I should have done 80 Very gladly if the reculrements of the
1aw vould have allowed 1t. Rdger had %o give security in the sum of 125,
dollars and I could not swear that I was worth that amount above all
sndebtedness in this Gulch but when the constable saw that there was no
one elge to go his (Roger's) bail, he gaid he would do 1it, that he was not
afraid to risk it for Roger carried too honest a countenance for him %o
belleve that he would not appear ant the time appointed. And I was glad to
gee that there was one man {a perfect stranger too) that belis ved him hon-
est. There are a few men here that will not believe that Roger is guilty
and will stand by him to the last and I am glad that A. 8. Potter an old
friend and school mate of mine is among them and he 35 o man that has &
great desl of Influence in this Gulch ~nd I think that what he may say

will hove a grest elfect with 2 jury and I belleve that if we have an honest
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jurs and fair triasl thsh 1"~g'.>,.r_r'<-*_r* will be eclearsd but he sava that In either
case he shall leave for the States and perhaps it is best for him to do so.
Ssturday, Aug 24, 1861--This morning Roger gave himself un for trial.

The Justice in this disbtrict sent him to the Justice in the next district
nelow us, where he was dismissed for wantlof Jurisdiction in criminal cases
and that laft Yorer at libertv. He then got un a writ of Replevin for me
and I esve up the meney rather than to make any cost thaet 1 didn't know whe-
ther Hil. would pav or not and besideas was sutisfied there could be nothing
nroved acsinst him,

Sundavy, sus, 25, 1881--Got 2 leftters from ry wifes drted July 28 and fug. 4.
Te' £t hmere at 11 o'clock to-day with pack on my back for Cash creek 20 miles
Amwn the Arksnsas river, sot there at sun down. Cash creek.--

Monday, /ug. 26. 1861, --"his morning I have looked around some and think
there are some good cleims here bhutb I nave taken none as there are none
1eft that 4 think worth btaking. Tomorrow claims are jumpabls. Roger is

to met me one if there 1is any to be pot .,

Tuesday, :ug. 27, 1861l--Trote my wife to-day & sheet and a half a pretty
1lone latter.

Sunday, Sent. 1, 1881,--Got a letter from my wife to-day and wrote her an

anawer. Ihis is the last ons I expect an snswer from. Wrote my wife a

short letter to-day.

Sundav, Sevt. 15, 1861l.--Got z lestfer from my wife and wrote one to har,
Sert. 15, 1861,--Firnished 2 lstter to my wife, Commenced Sept. 15, told
her to answer it end direct to Californis Gulch that probably will be

tha last one 1 shall get from her befors I start ﬁome. Last Sundey Unele
Burt got in from 'is prosvecting eznedition naving been gone fifty elight
dovs. He end his party found nothing that were satigfied with not for a
coertainty, but they found the indicotions for gold very good, but they
did not vrospect much pertly on account of being short of provisions. But
Unole Surt does not expset nov to go home this winter and 1f he does not

he and soms others ars going back there (North Park) to winter and rrospsct,
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and I hove thev may Find something good too for I want to come back another
geason and bring my farlly.

Sundav Sent, 22, 1861,--Got & letter from Im to-day.

Tuesday, Sent. 24, 1861.--lirote my wife to-day.

Tmursday, Sert. 26, 1861.- I heard vesterday that there was a probability
of trouhle on the pleins with the Indisns and wrote my wife sbout it-today
I took the letter I mailled on Tuesdev oubt of the office and did not send
cither of them.

Sundev. Sent. 29, 1861.--Got 2 lettors from mv wife to-day, ons malled
Sept. 5, and one Sent. 10.

Yiednesdavw, Vot, 2, 1861.--Trote my wife in answer to 2 letters mot last
Sunds and told her to write me at Cmaha.

Sundavy Oct. 6, 1261.--Got a lefter from my wifo to-day mailed Sept. 18,
Trupsday Oct. 10, 1861.--YWrote my wife = few lines this morning and told
her not to answer till she heard from me again.

Sundavy, Cet. 13, 13861,--Got 2 letter from my wife to-day mailed Sspt. 26.
tot one lectter from Leverett to-day molled Sept., 10.

“isdnesdsv, Yst. 16.--Left California Gulech at 10 o'cloek this morning

for imerics went dver the range LSoward B. S. Joe and camped 2 miles above
Fairplavy we have traveled over a hard road to-dav when a man has to carry
as heavy pack ss we did.

Thursday, Oct. 17,-~Treveoled 25 miles to-day and have camped in the woods.,
Fridavy, Yeb. 18.--Us hove traveled 35 miles to-doy and are golng to sleep
by the side of ¢ hav stacl. To-day noen ona of our men geve out and got
onto & wapon. |

Saturdaw, Yeh. 19.--We have traveled 28 milss to-day and got into Denver
about sunset and stonped at Mamvoth corrals.

Sundav Oct. 20.--8taved 1n Denver to-day and wrote my wife a short letter.
Yondav, Oct. 21.--To-day have made a vargain to be carried to Platbsmduth
Por ten dollars. Sterted from Denver a little before sundown and drove

out to toll pote 8 milss and enmped for the night. TLast night it snowed
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congidoroble and to-night it is very cold,

Tuesdoy, CUct. 22--Got upn thias morning and got breakfast before dsvlight

rnd shtorted on the road at sunrige and drove to the Klowas 23 miles for
dinnsr then came on to the Living Spring 12 miles and camped. Sincae

last niecht the wesather has modarated very much.

Tadneada~, Oct. 23.--Started before dovlight and drove to the Blsshoo 27
miles for dinner then drove to the River 16 miles and nut up for the night,
Thrsdavw, Oct. 24.~-1ls morning we did not start, till after the sun was un.
ot wishing to male a very long drive bo-day came to Berver creek 17 mlles
for dinner. This afternoon we have driven 16 miles,.

Fridav, Oet., 25.--Taab night I slept on a hav stack but was vp and had
breakfast before davlicht and off. Ye have traveled 40 miles to-dav and
eomned at Liillien Springs, had some very heavy sand to-dayv.

Saturdsy, Oct. 26.--D1d not stsrt ti11l after sunrise this morning and in
the forenoon had soms more heavy sand to go through, Two places and this
afterncon one nisce on gand that are vrettv bad. e have driven 35 miles
to-der and camped at Julesburgh the urver crossing of the Platte. Here

the Colifornin gt pe road lsaves the Denver road and crosses the river and
rpoes ur to Yort Larimie., Twe telesranh fo California is on the south side
of the river to this place.

Sundev, Cek, 27.--T 1s forsnocon we had a little sand but it was not bad

and we drove to the lower crossing 24 miles before dinner, This after-
noon we have driven 12 miles to tha Lone Tree Ranch.

Vondav, Och. 28.--To-drv we have treveled 35 miles snd stopped at O!'Fallonts
Bluff had 8 terribls heavy wind this afterncon and we did not stop to feed
at noon.

Tuesdev, Oct. 29.--To-dnay we have driven 35 miles and stopped 2 miles a-
hove Cothtonvood Snrings,

Wednesdayr, Oct, 30,--This forenocon we drove to Gilman's 17 miles and got
dinner and this afternoon we have driven only 10 miles to Springville ranch

and storned for the night,
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Thursdw , Pct. 3l.-~-We drove 19 miles this morning stopped at Pat Mullally's
for dinner then drove 15 miles to Plumb creek.

Friday, lov., l.--This forenoon we drove 25 miles and this afternocon 18 miles
and stopped at CGregorles 8 miles below Fort Kearney.

Saturday. Mov.2.--T" 1s morning we drove 18 miles to Mabin's Ranch and
stopped for dinner and then drove 15 miles to Earlt's Ranch and stopped for
the night. When we started this mornling we left the S4. Joe road to the
gouth and kept down the river.

Sunda 7, Hov.3.--To-day we have driven 33 miles to Bracket's Ranch and
stopped for the night.

Monday, Nov. 4.--To-day we have driven 43 miles to Fatterson's.

Tuesdny, liov. H.--Lo-doy we have left the river and.gone on to the Bluffs,
and have driven 38 miles to the Wahoo. About noon we came to a spring

where ve stopped and fed.

Wednesday, liov. 6.~--To-day we have driven 39 mlles to Mullin's Ranch and
stopped for the nlght.

Twursdar, ov. 7.--To-day we have driven 22 miles and got to Plattsmouth

about one o'clock, having been 161 days from Denver to this plnace.

Wil R
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