ty, Virginia, February 24, 1820. His ancestors for several gen-
erations previous, had lived in the Shenandoah Valley; his ime-
diate ancestors had moved from there to Reancke County, about the
&&g-inning of the ecentury. The fawmily was of German and French
descent, The name Howbert, was probably originally "Haubert',
which is a French word meaming "8eat of Mail.™ It is probable
that the ancestors of the family had sometime during the protes-
tant persecutiens in France, been driven from that B-suntry and
settled in Germany. After a peried of tm,khaﬂm_ become Gers
manized end members of the Lutheran Church, they migrated to
America and pettled in the Shenandeah Valley, Virginia.

Villiam Howbert lived with his parents in Virginia, un-
til he was about nineteen yvears of age. His fatler had been an
intimate friend of the neted statesman John Randelph, and Lhrough
Randolph’ s teachings, had imbibed a hatred for slevery which
finally impelled him to leave Virginia and meove to Ohio to get
away from the demoralizipg influences of that imstitution. AL
the time the family moved to Ohio, it consisted of the father,
Jacob Howbert, and his wife, six sons end seven dawghters, Wille
iem Howbert being the third son. -~ The family located in Coshoo=
ton County, Ohie, but they only remained there two or three years.
The lack of opportunity to get sufficient lands for ell his chil-
dren induced Jacob Howberi teo move to Bariholomew County, Indiana,
where he remained until hie death,

William Howbert had fairly good school advantages dur-
ing his earlier days, and soon after coming to Indiana, he engaged
for a time in-teaching school.and it was while engaged in this
occupation that he was married to Martha Mershall, a daughter of
Robvert Marshall, formerly of Pemmsylvania and a distant relative
of Chief Justdce lMarshall, of the Supreme Court of the United
States, »

After his marriage, William Howbert gave up teaching



and wemt imto the mereastile busizess im which he prospered, but
after five or six years, mot being satisfied with the locality,
o= mecount of its unhealthfulmess; he in 1852 decided to move to
Iowa. At that time there were no railroads reaching that far
¥est, The trip wes made by railroad to Jefferson City, Indiana,
and thence by steamboat down the Ohio River, and up the Mississ-
ippi to Keokuk, Jowa. From there the family traveled by wegons
to Fairfield, Iowa, where they lived during the next iwo years.
Durinz that time William Howbert decided to enter the ministry of
the Hethodist Church., He bad heen raised a Lutheran, but some~
$ime before leaving Indiana, he had joined the Methodist Church.
After being ordained imto the ministry and admitted to the Iowa
Conference, he was sent to the Boutheastern part of the siate,
where he had charge of various churches during the next six years.
At thet time the Methodist ministers were not permitted to remain
in charge of a circuit more than twe years, and more often a change
was made every year, - The Spring of 1860 found him located at
Quiney Adams County, lowa, where he had charge of a circuit em-
bracing the whole of that County.. During the preceding winter,
there had been & great deal of excitement throughout the Western
states over the recemt gold discoveriee in the Rocky Mountain re-
gion. The réperta of the richness of these gold mines were
exaggerated to such an exfent”aa %é cause a great excitement,
which by the Spring of 1860 develope& inte a widespread craze to
get to the new mgmn, yuapla &emiag 40 think that all they had
to do was te get to the mines and pick up gold withwt effort.
William Howbers at the time had a family of five chil-
dren growing UPy a.mi in his miety to give them a good education
and start in 11?&, arter eareful coaaiderazien, he concluded that
he awﬁd them more than he did thﬁ church. &fter eem&ng to this
oonclusion, ne asked the church authorities for permission to
give up his circuit, which was granted, and in the early part of

¥ay, 1860, accompanied by his son Irving and a number of residents




dlh-aunlhu-th, h h.m-t.dtor theRockylloun—
“‘ region. l- w 1-4& ;-:- m m univer-
af rome
sally used at that ¢ime by those going to the Pike's Peak region.
It consisted of two yoke of oxen and a wagon loaded with provi=-
sions and general supplies sufficient to last for six months, as
that was all the time that was supposed to be necessary to accumu~
lato a fortune in the mima. People came from all parts of the
Thi.t-sd States ta the border settlements of Iowa or Missouri,
-har- they procured t:he necessary equipment and supplies for the
€rip. The two principal lines of travel for the Rocky Mountain
r-gion were up the arkamm River m up the %ne‘y of the Platte,
the latter being the favorite route, . The various roads traveled
by those taking the latter route converged into the Platte near
Ft. Kearney, where the town of Kearuey now stands. The travel
was so great &awmgtm spring of 1860, that from Kearney to the
W Mountains at one time, was almost an unbroken procession of
wagens. In fact after Mr, Howbert crossed the Missouri River,
he was seldom out: of sight of wagons until he reached the moun-
tains. Perhaps a cai:y' of the diary haAkept for a good portion
of thnt veay may give a better idea ar hig life during that time
tha.n it can be told in any other wayw. zt is as follows!
. Tuwaay, April 10 1860,

Very Torward spring. Roads very dry and dusty ever since the
first of Pebruary. Began to think of going %o the gold mines.
The Lord direct. Lles {mber;

Friﬁay Hay 4
Started for the gold mim Feel to resign ryself more fully
into God's hands. Camped on the Waat Eﬂdaway. Traveled 13 miles.
All passed on pleasantly. ; 2

Baturday, May B.
Traveled to Silket's mill and had some grinding done, Did not
get to Red Oak where we expected to remain over S&bbath. Had
& fine shower at nigl&%; traveled 1& milas %mw ‘

Sunday May 6,

Went to Red Oak, three mi;ma. ﬂwad and went to hear Brother
Hnghes prsach a,t ten o'clock A, M. A beautiful day.

‘Honday, May '?
Got late start; camped at White Clcud.-, Another rain at night.
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Arrived at Glenwood about 4 P, M, Stopped at Brother Guylee's.
Family treated us with their usual kindness. Brother Ouylee not

ﬂ m’ 3 A 3

sizsht of

Wednesday, May 9.

Loaded Thomas CGuylee's thingﬁ (he is to go with ueg to the mines)
and drove out on the Missourd bottoms gbout .gix miles. . Fine .
weather. SRR Py A pd A T

Thurgday, May 10.

Turned out the cattle this morning about 3 A. ¥. and by daylight
were out of sightj; found them about noon. Crossed the Missourl
River; stopped st Plattesmouth & couple of heurs. Camped about
a mile and a half from town. abov

Friday, ey 11,

gtarted at half past seven; tpaveled over fine prairie, Tound no
wood; camped about halfl a mile North from- ihe road, - Grass good
and a fine spring of water,

Baturday, May 12.
Stapted about 7 A. M. traveled without finding  timber, bub
water on every side. Got to Salt Creek about 3 P, M, Tound a

00d spring about half & mile northwest from the bridge near Mr.
chaefer's.

Sunéay;'ﬁay 33,
Camped on Balt Creek. Freached at 11 A. U. at DBrother Pierson's
and at four P. M, in the grove nearby. Had guite a turnout, It
was very windy and @ifficult to preach.

}&ﬂnﬁﬂy, ﬁ&? 16:&
Yo tinmber ima&iately on the road, Towards even'mg, paése& t irie

Yoy within half a mile on both sides, Traveled about 24 miles.
Camped about four miles east of the Wahoo Branch, on the prairie.

Tuesday, lMay 18.

Traveled some four milea‘tu water and timber; traveled some 20
miles more and camped on the wild prairie out of sight of timber,

Vednesday, lay 16.

On trawa&ing.n&m%*$ é$ 8 miles, we came to the Platte River boitom.

Timber and water plenty there.
Thursday, May 17.

Traveled nvex,hqmﬁidﬁzﬁb&e neavy, sandy road up the,?latte bottom,
Traveled about 6 miles to old Pawnee Village. '

Traveled some 20 miles up the Flatte bottom, COrase rather scarce]
garped in the bluffs. e ‘

w il
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There are two roads here up the Platte bottom and on the ridge,
Took the ridge road and found it to be excellent. Prequently in
sight of the Platte.

Sunday, Hay 20,
¥et with Brother Adriance this meérning, on the way to his field
of labor in the mining region; he was recently married and has
hig wife with him., Had ne meeting toeday, the carps were &0
gscattered,

¥onday, May 21,
Traveled about 20 miles toe-day. OCrass and timber scarce on the
gsouth side, Carped on a cliemr slough just above where the bluffs
extend to the river. Had intevesting religious services at night.

Tuesday, May 22,

Traveled about 22 miles. Water and grass plenty by driving a short
digtanae., Osamped three miles east of Fort Kearney.

Vednesday, May 23.
At Port XKearney about 8 A. M., Some 20 to 40 houses. Kearney
Gity some mile and & half West; camped about ten miles west of
Fort Xearney.- : '
Thursday, May 24.
This morning a wounded buffé;ﬂ came among our cattle. He was
shot and we pot some of the beef ~~ the first we had seen on the
route, TFound pgrass tolerably short.

Traveled about 20 miles. Qarped just above a ranch. Had to
drive cattle over ithe River {0 graze.

$a‘tlxrﬁay, May 28,

Grass and water scarce tosday. Traveled some distance from the
River until towards evening. ' .

Sunday, May 27.
Drove about sﬁx miles up the Riverj put our cattle over on an
island, Spent an agreeable Babbath. Preaching at 3 P, M, by
Brother Osbourne, from Appancose, Towa. Prayer meeting at 6 P. i.
‘  Monday, Hay 28. |
Canped after traveling some 22 miles. Traveled all day from 3
zo % niles from the River. Passed Cotton Wood Springs about 9
. » ¥ 1 '
"Tuesday; lMay 29.
Traveled mlong the Valley of the Platte all day. Good grass
about 3 P. ¥, |Passed 0'Fallon's bluffs.

-G



~ Wednesday, May 30.

Put letter in office to my wifej the third one have written.
li tilhcr at all on thz rivar or anywhere in sigh%.

avele out = 'ruuday, May 31.

Traveled some 25 miles tosday; emecellent road. Camped on River
bank one mile ‘below Califarnia eraaaiﬂg‘

Fetday, Juie 1.

Found pretty good graﬁs at noon; houses for the last several
days every few miles, Indians plenty, both Sioux and Cheyennes.

Saturday, June 2.

Heavy, sandy roads. Short grags wvhere camp was made. Brush
enly, for coeoking purpaaes.

Sunday, June 3.

Traveled some 4 mileg and put @attle ever the Rivsr. 8ick all
day, better in the evening.

Monday, June 4.

Weak this morning but very much better, Passed a good many Chey-
enne Inaianu during the day. Camped about o mile above the stage
station. : QTR

Wednegday, June 6.
Good roads tafgay;j-eamgad af ter twavaling_aemz 28 miles.
| Thursday, Iuna 74

Good roads tanday. camped for *ha night near the station.
Traveled abaut 20 miles.

Priday, June 8,

Soon after wﬁ started this merning, we found & company digging a
grave. A #an by the name 6f Eapkiﬂa died last njight. He was of
Dubuque, Iowa. Camped about 2 miles from ¥re s orchard.

Poor grass. &

: Eatur&ay, June 9.

y : ‘ _

Traveléd soga 18 miles to good graas. At half past nine stopped
for abaut fl/ﬁ'hnuwﬁ, Sgopped again at about 4 P, M, Found
fine grass and camped in a grove. Had quite a shower at night -
aama' 4 S

.ﬁj ﬁ - 7 ‘Bunday, June 10,
y , , " :
apena +ha ferenaon in visiting among the campera. Found but few

who made .any pretenses to plety. Preached about 5 P, ¥, from
;15% Tima?hy,u 8. Had some 20 or 30 hearers,- very atientive.

Hﬁﬁﬁmy,~3une ¢ My

Passed Stony Point about 8 A, ¥, Traveled over sandy country
all this afternoon, destitute of grass,

e
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distance from the River. ed for dimmer one mile 4
Vrains Fort. At this place the road of f to Bomlder.
Trayeled about 20 miles; found wood and water plenty

Good grass until td!ardi evening. Water good and handy. Wood
plenty. Good road. Traveled 22 miles. Camped 13 miles from
Denver. Passed some fine springs this forenoon. '

Thursday, June 14.’
‘We reached Denver at 5 P, M. Quite a city. About a year since
started. All looks new; found it quite a stirring place. Camped
about & mile above the town. X :

Friday, June 15.

Good reports from the mines but sone digscouraged and returning.
4 German hung to-day for murder. He was of Roman Catholie faith.
Called on Brother Chivington; had a pleagant time.

Saturday, June 16.

Remained quietly in camp most of the day. Vas offered a mission
in the vegion of South Park. Took until to-morrow to decide what
I shall do in reference to it. The Lord direct.

Sunday, June 17.

Went to church in the hall over the City Drug Btore. Brother
Chivington preached an éxcellent germon from "Thug it behooveth
Christ to suffer etc.” At 8 P, M, heard Brother Carmack, from
Illinois preach from a clauvse in the 71st Psalm: *I will yet
hope in CGed." Decided to accept mission offered by Brother
Chivington. ‘ :

Yonday, June 18,

Started towards the mountailns; camped some 10 miles from Denver
on Bear Creek. Most of the valley fenced up for ranches.

_ Tuesday, June 19.

Passed from a canon into the mountains about 100 A, M. Found
fine grass and good water; soon after noon reached the top of
Bradford Hill. ‘

Wednesday, June 20.
Some steep and rough road to-day, but solid. Pagsed a steam saw
mill soon after we started this morning. TFine pineries; mos t1y
yellow pine. Traveled some 12 miles. Frost this morning.

Thursday, June 21.

Some 12 miles more to-day. Rough, but on the whole pretty good
mountain roads., Crogsed the Platte about 3 P. I,

Friday, June 22.

Rough roads; some steep hills but ghort. Crossed the Platte
some three or four times. About 4 P. M. in erossing broke wagon
tongue, but got off without much delay as some mén came along and
oaveE ug 4 new one. e



Started on in rood time and fine spirits. In crossing the Platte
Brother SChamnon's wagon eame uncoupled. The body dropped with the
hind wheels in the edge of the water; soon fixed and on the way.
After eight hours more of rough road, reached the edge of the

South Park at 6 P. H. ,

Sunday, June 24.
Camped last night anﬁ tosday in a smell agpen grove., JFound good
grass and water. Ve are now within five miles of Hamilton, where
I am to locate. : ' & >
Monday, June 25.
Arrived at Hamilton about 12 o'clock noon., Quite a brisk place
situvated on the Southwest side of the Bouth Park. Semsthing near
100 houses. Hot one but has a dirt and gravel roof, if any roof
. Tuesday, June 26,

Visited around the town. foon found some Methodist people. MNay
I be enabled to de good in building up the chureh; the Lord help.

Wednesday, June 27,
Went with the brethren to prospect to-day. PFound nothing to pay.
Climbed a high mountain. The scenery very grand. Quite a rain

Just about 4 P, ¥, which continued until nizht. Some snow fell
on top of the peaks. . . 0 4 11 ‘ :

Thuraday; June 28,
Most of the day at Camp; did some visiting.

Friday, June 29,
Spent nearly all the day calling on the folks at Tarryall Diggings
two miles West of Hamilton. Tound quite a few members of the
Church; mostly Methodists, some Baptists and Presbyterians.
Found quite a number of fine apvearing veople.

gunday, July 1st.
Preached at Tarryall Mines at 11 A, }M. and at Hamilton at 4 P. M.
Had good congregations at both places, Fine looking pecple; 21
Joined the Church; formed an organization at each place.

‘ Monday, July 2.

I commenced preparing to build a house for myself; am chopping
the logs. :

. Tuesday, July 3.
Got, all the logs chopped for house. Had neeting of Trustees;
took steps towards buildingWehurch. At meeting of Trustees, con-
cluded to build chureh in Hamilton.
Wednesday, July 4th.

Circulated subseription for church; raised some $200; selected
lot for church and one for parsonage. Hauled logs for ny house.

il oe



TETININNNNNY T TeNy——re

Raised my house in Hamilton; hard day's work. Town irmroving very
fast. Enjoying the comforts of religion; a great pleasure; the
Lord grant me more fully to realige its benefits.

~

Priday, July 6.

With shirt in one pocket, testament and hymm book in another and
some bread and beef in another, I started on foot for Blue River;
crogged the snowy range through Breckenridge Pass about one P, K.
Some snow along the raad but gun shining warm; fine grasgs where
ground is bare.

Sat u;'z'day, July 7. 5

Found some Methodists; met with brother Oldham at Breckenridge
vesterday evening. Left an amointment for Sunday at 4 P. M, -
Went to Gold Run to-day; found guite a number of members of
church. B8Btopped with Brother Orris on Blue River.

Sunday, July 8.

Preached on Blue River below tho month of Gold Run., Organized

society of six members and at 4 P, ¥. at Breckenridge crganized
with seven members. Found several old acquaintances from Appa-
noose County, Iowa. The Lord was with us to bless. ‘

mbnday, July 9.

Met an old acquaintance; Dr. franca from'Virginia, with whom I
went to school when a small boy. Started back to Hamllton and on
the way at the mouth of Illinois Gulch, met Brother Buskirk from
Taylor County, Iawa. Found snow drift on the range and flowers
right besi&a. . ‘ 1

Tuesday, July 10th.
Circulated subscriptions for building church; rather poor success.
Wednesday, July 11,

Worked at my house; have other work enough on my cireuit, but
necesgnity drives we te build.

Thursday, July 12.

xrustees met this morning and cenaluded to build church 30 x 40
and let it out under contract to-morrow. Not enough subseribed
ag vet, TBrother Johnson axrived late in the day. Bent out by
the Eldar,

Priday, July 13,

Let cantract for building church at Hawdlton to lir, Odell, but he
failed to give security and the contract was allawmﬁ to lapse.
$450.00 was the amount bid.

Saturday, July 14.

Re-let the building of the church this morning to Mr. W, Winslow
at the same price ag the first bid. This is the first church
under contract in all the Rocky Mountain region. PRuilding to be
30 x 40 feet, 15 feet high and to be built on Main Street in the
_heart of the town.
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Brother Johnson preached at 11 A, X, A good turnout. I preached
at 4 P, ¥, at the same place, - Hamilton - from 1lst Timothy, 24 to

th. After preaching, I met class. Some 15 or 20 remained. The
Lord blessed those present. Six joined to-day.

Monday, July 16,

Started for Arkansas Diggings, some 60 miles away, in company with
Brother Johnsgon and Brother Mamn, a local Deacon from Iowa,
Stopped at TPairplay Diggings about noon. Tried to find Brother
Rells, but he had gone prospecting. Camped by the side of the
road at the mouth of the Canon.

Tuesday, July 17th.

Came up acrosas tha'ranga about 11°A, M, Beautiful, grand scenery.
Large snow drifts still remain beside the road gome ten feet deep,
but flawurs, grass and shrubbery indicate nmid-sgpring. Camped at
noon where a woman had been shot in the leg by her husband a few
days before. He was afterwards shot and butied thare.

Wednesday, July 18,
Camped last night three miles below California Gulch Diggings.
Came up to the IMines this morning. A great crowd of people here;
mining pretiy extensively. Brother Johneon preached at 6 P, ¥,

in & saloon., Pretty good congregation, good order; arganizaé
with 21 m&mb&rs‘ Prayar neeting at . nighti good t:mﬁ.

Thurs&my, July 19.
Started for Hamilton with Brother Johnson. Quite a crowd in this

Gulch; some &as wioked as can be, but *aund many fine paeplo,
camped in the edge of the Park.

Friday, July 20,
Arrived at Pairplay Diggings at noén. Vent again to Erother Ralls
camp but he was still away. Got dinner at Brother Smith's, from
Towa.,

Baturday, July 2.
Quarterly meeting at Hamilton. Drother Johnsﬂn preached in the
forenoon. Quarterly conference at 4 P, M. Elder failed to arrive.
ine menbers present, Tranpacted the regular business.

uunday, Jhly 82.
Love Feaﬁt at half past nine A, M, -~ a good tims. -The Lord was
with us., Time wag promptly 1mproved. - 12 spoke, Bagrament of
the Tord's Supvper administered at 4 P. i, t was & season of re=-
freshing. PFive pﬂaacners and 23 members partook.

Started for Denver this merning with Brother Johnson and Brother
Manm. Oome 25 mlles out we camped for the night on the Platte.

Tueadﬂy, July 24.
Roads rocky. MHet a great many people going tOWarda Hamilton.
=10



Tock dimner just below saw mill and arrived at Denver at dark.
Camped just below the City.

Thursday, July 286,

Spent the day in Denver. Saw Hajor Bradford. He pPromised glass
for our church at Hamilton, and saw A. V. Sternberger, who gave

lot and $50, in money. Bought a mule with a saddle and bridlie.for
$80.00,  Attended prayer meeting at Erother Chivington's; had a
good time. Received $100.00 missionary money from the Fider.

Priday, July 27.

Started for Colorado City. Arrived in the evening at the place
where Brother Johnson talks of layving out a town; four of us in
it Brother Mann, Brother Davig, Frother Jomnson and myself.
Haven't much confidenge in the scheme,

Baturday, July 28,

Selected a farming claim Southwest of and adjoining the townsite.
Took dimmer about a mile from Osks & Conwany*a mills on Plum
Creek; didn't get teo Colorado City, as expected.

Sunday, July 20.

Rode into Celorade City about 10 A, M, Tound the people gathered

together near the center of town, pomewhat excited. Had just sen-
tenced a lexican to ve hung for steaging horses the night before.,

Brother Jolmson preached at 1 P, M, and I at six, on "Prayer., *

Monday, July 30,

Selected farming claims; one for myself and one for Irving on
Monument Creek, ambout thres wmiles from Colorado City, alsec two
lots in the City. Stayed over night at Brother Coplens'.

Tuesday, July 31.

Started for Hamilton; four miles out from Colorado City, came %o
soda springs, three in number, They certainly are a great
curiesity. During the day, saw a herd of some 30 buffalos;
carped about a mile and & half from the South braneh of the
Platte River. .

Wednesday, August 1st.
Fine road most of the way. Fine grass on the streams. Rained
some in the evening. Hxpected to stop foer the night in the Park
ten miles from Hamilton, but the camping place being unfavoerable,
we went on teo lapilton, where we arvived asbout 11 P, XK.
“Hare Thursday, Auguet 2,

Worked on my house in Hamidton. Church building progressing.
slowly. All the logs on the ground and about twoe-thirds raised.

.  Fridey, August 3.
Yade and hung door to my house and moved in; not completed yet.
A great many people have left here, so0 that there are but few here
comparatively to what there were three weeks ago.

B



M4 sexe collecting on church; poor success. Received Sunday
sohool books by team from Denver. A good beginning in Sunday
school cause. May it continue and increase and become a lasting
blessing to the rising generatiom.

BSunday, August 8.

Preached at Fairplay at 11 A, M. on "Prayer®. The first time I
have preached here. Attended a funeral at Buckskin Joe at 4 P,
M, of & young man who shot himself accidentally.

¥onday, August 6.

Returned to Hamilton and found the Eider, Brother Chivington
there. He preached at night at Hamilton.

Tuesday, August 7.

Planned to start for California OGulech this morning but party
failed to bring in Brother Chivington's mule, so we didn't get
off.,

Vednesday, August 8.

84411 detained, waiting for the mule all day. Attended a funeral
here at 4 P. M, A voung man named Randall died of the fever.

Thursday, August 9.

Got started for Califormia Gulch. PErother Chivingiton and Johnson
with me. We took dimmer with Brother Ralls at Pairplay; then
struck out ‘on pack trail; with great difficulty got up on the
east side of the range. Finally had to lay out all night with-
out food or bed for selves, or food for animals.

Friday, August 10,

With great difficulty got the mules out over the rocks; after
getting to grass, we let them graze awhile. Then we started and
reached California Culech about 11 A, ¥,

Saturday, August 11.

Returning, we camped last night about 12 mileg from Pairplay.
Started this morning for Blue River. Arrived atB¥eckenridge

abaug 3 P W Held quarterly conference at 6. The Flder preached
at night. '

. h % B * K K % % B KN

IO Baturday, September 1.
Returned £edém Hagiltan<§$$3haaraam City.

Sunday, September 2.

Preached at Pairplay Gulech at 11 A. M. from 1% Timothy, 1 to 7.
Buckskin Joe at 4 P, M. Met with C. 8. Rice, an acquaintanee of
Brother Wesley Irwin.

Yonday, Beptember 3.
jtopped last night with old ¥r. Shay. Started home after break-

fast. Went to Falrplay. Took dimner with Brother Likens,
Arrived at Hamilton an hour or so before night.



LAUCSUR), PSP LEIUCT S.
Home all day attending to domestic affairs.

’wédnesday , September 5.
Went towards Fairﬁlay to cut sowe hay.

Thursday, September 6.

Ifowed until nearly noon; started back about 4 P, M, Had DBrother
Girten's eattle and wagon. ‘

Friday, September 7,

At home most of the day. '

Baturday, September 8, |

Started for Blue River, Cot te PBreckenridge about sunset, Went

to Nigger Gulch after dark. TFound Dr. Adair and Brother Cornell

and stayed with them.
Bunday, September 9.

Went to Breckenridge; preached at 11 A. M. 8mall turnout, Pretty
ood time. BEreckenridge is one of the hardest places I know of.
reached at Gold Run at night. :

Monday, September 10,

Stopped at Galena Guleh for dimmer, Mining is pretty good here.

Found several brethren that had joined the church at other pluces.

Preached at Galena Gulch at night,

Tuesday, September 11.

Returned home at Hamilton.

Wedneaday, September 12.

At home. .

' Thuraday, September 13.

At home building chimney at r»y houpe. Had appointment to preach

at night at Brother Sleoan's but only three or four out and didn't

preach, Had a prayver meeting,
Priday, September 14.

Worked on my chimney in the morning but 2 snow storm came up that
stopped me, The first snow gstorm of the vear in the Park.

Saturday, September 15.

Went to Georgiam Guloh to attend the third quarterly meeting.
Elder was there. DPreached about 3 P, M, Immediately afterwards
the gquarterly conference convened, Bverything pasged off very
harmoniously.

Sunday, September 16.

Love Feast at 9 A. M. Later preached at 11 and at night; four

joined by letter.
e



Came home and reached here in company with the Elder.

Tuesday, September 13,
Irving started home in fine health and spirits. Brothers Schumann,
Harlow and Query went in the company. Felt a little homesiek for
the first.
Wednesday, September 19,
Hauled some slabs. Worked on the stable., Snowed a little., Wrote
a letter to my wife. Oh, but I went to see my folks! But duty
says stay and I submit cheerfully. :
| Triday, September 21,
liade mseveral pastoral visits in the 'Ta.rryall Diggings. People
seem very frigndly. Some Tine families here., lr, Cage, Cosad,
Andergon and others whose names I do not remember.
Saturday, September 22,
At home preparing my house for Wintery. _
| Sunday, September 23,
Preached at Hamilton; small congregat ion. Brother Palmer preached
for me at night at Tarryall. Good congregalion; hope some good
accomplished, - : |
londay, Sepiember 24.
Making pastoral visits in Hamilton.
Tuesday, September 25,
In comparny with Brother Girten and some others, went to cut hay,
: " .. Sunday, September 30.
Married Oliver Kirkpatrick to Sarah Hamill,- the first couple
married in Hamilton, Went to Pairplay. Found the house where
we ugua;.}.,}y.}mlg meeting shut up and the man gone.. The most of the
people have gone from Buckskin Joe so that I didn't go there.
Ly ‘ gé,‘vszzrday, October 6.
Took dimmer at 'Tarryail ﬁigginé# wi th a Presbyterian Brother by
the name of Case. Hed & very pleasant time, Their house is one.
of my preaching plages. I went to Blue River, Staved with Mr,
Duncan, AT :
Bunday, October 7.
Preached at Breckenridge at 11 A. M. from 14% Chapter of Jaues.
Preached at (old RMun at 4 P. Y. Brother Sharp collected £8.00

gu&rteraga for me, Quite a number are geoing to Winter in this
ulech, PN
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Fonasy, CTOoLOoTCT T.

Waited all day for the vmeturn of Sharp's horse which he loaned
in the momning. Made several vigits among the people. Took
dirmer'with a colored men by the name of Dennis.

Tuesday, October 9.

Traded for young horse to return home. Btopped with Brother
Riddell and Smith, on Illinois Gulch.

Wednesday, October 10.

Worked on my stable roof. TPine weather still. Cool nights but
clear and dry. Tt has been o nearly all the time for a menth.

Thurgday, October 11.

Brother Girten and I went fishing. Caught ebout 50 pounds of
trout, Took severe cold. ‘ '

Priday, October 12.

At home. Busy with little jobs around the house, Bomewhat
lonely, but get aleng ruch Petter than I expected.

Baturday, October 13.

8tarted about 9 A. M. for American Gulch. Arrived a 1it tle hefore
sunget. _Steypgn‘with Yr, Gilson over night. :

Sunday, October 14,

Preached at Georgia Gulch at 11 A, M, and at Galena Gulch at
night. The Lord blessed me very much in trying to preach o -day.

Honday, October 15,

Returned to Hemilton. Mr. Carlisle stayed with me over night.
He ig an a;&_aaﬁnainﬁaﬂem from Iowa.

Tuesday, Oectober 16,

Received two letters from my wife to-day at the express office;
the first for two months; also one from Brother CGuylee, in which he
sends me a certificate of location.

Friday, October 19

Went in company with Drother Sloan into the first mountains North-
west of Hamilton to take a hmt . 8aw nething.

| f . Saturday, October 2O,
Returned howe about 8 P. M. fatipued with walking vwp and down the
mountaing. 'Got no,game,

b

Sunday, October 21.

Preached at-ﬁ%uiitaﬁ at 11 A, M., Small turnout, Tarryall Diggings
at 3 P. Y. and again at the town of Tarryall in the evening.

4 oen Yonday, October 22.

An eleetion fbrgﬁﬁvarnnr Lieutenant Governor, Councilman and
Nen rasentat ivas for provisional covernment to-day. Voted for Dr.



Balley for the Iouse, the only man voted for by me.
Thursday, October 25.

¥rote a letter to my wife and one eadh to Brother Palmer, Brother
Crawford and Brother Query.

Priday, October 26.

guite stormy with cons iderable snow. Brother Gilson stayed over
night with me.

Baturday, October 27.

8ti1l stormy and quita c0ld. JHArother Gilson still with me.
Moderated towards evening.

Bunday, October 28,
Went to Fairplay; no congregation. Didn't prea&h of course.
Left Sunday School library at Brother Johnson's. aid expenses on
them, $3.00; stayved over night with the Johnsons, :
Monday, October 29,
Returned home, Pretty cold; gnowed on the range nearly all day.
Tuesday, October 30,
Received a letter from Irving written at ¥ort Kearney October 5th.
Glad to hear from him4 Ho word from home; very anxious to hear
from my family,
Thursday, Wovember 1,
Wrote to Brother Query. Pine weather.  Qommenced a letter to my

wife to send by Brother Riddell and company. Had my likeness
taken in Hanﬁltﬂn, first I ever had.

Friday, Hovember 2.

Cliear and plaasant for the time of year. Vigited in Tarryall
Diggings.

"‘gaturday, Hovember 3.

Started for Blue River on foot. Stopped at Tarryall ﬁiggings and
left Sunday School library at Brother Foster's. They are to pay
#3.00 @xpraﬁﬁage gn thew. -

A Sunday, EEveRneR Gty

Btaved last nivhﬁ a br. Arairts, This morning went to CGold Run;
preached at Yr. Wallingford's from Hebrews 11; 24 to 26; at night
at Georgia Gula&, ledged with Brother Miller. '

i

}Mﬁmw, Tovember B-th.

Returned home ; amﬂnsm the ramge. Weather clear and pleasant.
Some snow on tha Wokth sides of the mountains.

* Wednesday, Wovember 7.

Started for Cologado City. Quite a storm in the evening. Had a
cold night; earped near the middle Platte.




SLlVL ONMEYS y AVIYCRUDTL O,
Pretty cold day. Some snow. Camped on the middle Platte.
Friday, November 9.

Pleasant day; considerable snow; camped where we first strike
the Tountain.

Saturday, Hovember 10.

Arrived a% the feot of the mountains at 1 P. M.} very fine weather.
Bunday, ovember 1. |

Preached at Colorade City at 11 A, X, and again at night.
Monday, lovember 12. '

Went with Bio thers Smith and lverson who took up claims for theme
gelves on Cheyenne Creek, Preached at night from Aets 3,- 19.

Friday, November 16.
Commenced claim cabin on Cheyenne Creek. Pretty stormy in the
forenoon. TFinished cabin on claim and built one on Irving's
claim,

Sunday, Vo vember a8,

Preached at Colorado City at 11 A. M, and at night. Good turnout;
guite an interest apparently, '

lMonday; Novembsr 19.
Out hunting; killed nothing. Quite a snow. Got in about 8 P, M,
Tuesday, November 20,

Went again witE.Erathar Coplen's boys and some others to hunt,
Fine day. ®now from 8 to 12 inches deep.

Thursday, November 22.

Blew up quite a storm. Returned to Colorado City again. Ben
Coplen killed four deer. None of the rest of us killed anything.

Movembey 23,

Snow gaing off rapidly and a good deal of ground bare already.
Grass looks gquite dry but stoek thrives finely on it.

Saturday, November 24.
Went a#er to Monument Creek to ghow Brother Housekeeper where to
bulld some claim cabing. Saw hundreds of antelope. It was ahead
of anything I had ever geen, :

Bunday, November 25.

Brother Jounson preached in the forenoon., I Preached at night to
hougefull of attentive people,
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Monday, November 26,

Started for Hamilton. John Girten with pony came with me. We
stayed at the saw mill the first night.

Tuesday, November 27. .
Found mmiderabla snow. RQuite fatiguing traveling. BSaw a large
herd of elk. TPassed near an Indian carp. We carped on the
South branch of the Platte.

Vednesday, November 28.
John CGirten turned back towards Colorade City and I pursued my
journey toward Hamilton some 40 miles distant, on foa'h I wasg
very glad when about half way, -to find Dr., Adair, and I cemped
with him for the night.

Thursday, Hovember 29,

Started for Hamilton about 9 o'clock. Arrived at Tarryall about
7. Found quite a number of persons at Brother Girten's for
Thanksgiving supper.

Friday, Hovember 30.

At home again. 0Got a letter from my wife. Very glad te hear
from home, ; ;

Saturday, December 1.
Went to Georgia Gulch, Had quite 8 fatiguing walk, Put up for
the night at Brother Hillis'., The weather pleasant but consider-
able snow en the range. .

Bunday, December 2,

Preached at Brother Hillie', Georgia Guleh; small congregation.
Hight at the same plage.

Honday, December 3.

Returned home across the range. The first part pleasant and the
last part stormy.

Tuesday, December 4.

The snow fell last night &nﬁ. taﬁday,-— about 18 inches in dﬁpth.
Drifted very much. :

Wednesday, December 5.

Received two letters from ry son and wife. All well. What &
satisfactionl Also received the Western Christian Advocate, a
:‘u‘alaame viﬁitaz‘. :

Priday, December 7.

Made some pastoral visits in Tarrvall Diggings. Had a pleasant
time, Met Andrew Powell in Tarry&ll, with whem I got acquainted
in Iowa, some years ago.

o} B
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¥ade some visits at Rocky Point, Tarryall Diggings; had a plea-
sant time.

Sunday, December 9.
Preached at Brother Sloan's, Hamilton, at 11 A, ¥, and at Tarry-
all Diggings at night. Had a good turnout and people seemed to
be interested. ‘ : ;
Monday, December 10,
At home most of the day; called on Mr. Wright and Mr, Heath.
Tuesday, December 11,

At home in the forenoon and in the afternoon called on Judge Hol~
man .

Wednesday, December 12,
At home most of the day, Mail came in; no letters for me. West-
ern Christian Advocate came, and what a treat! Brother Sloan and
Brother Jones spent the evening with me in my cabin.

Priday, December 14.

At home all day; a little stormy; doing odd jobs. These domestic
duties seem to pass off all right with me now.

Saturday, December 15.
I em engagedé in reading DeAubignes' History of the Reformat ion, -
a very interesting work. How wonderfully is the power and provi-
dence of Cod manifested in this! '

Sunday, December 16.

Walked to Fairplay this morning. Pleasant weather. Preached st
night from John 5; 39th. Small congregation.

¥onday, December 17.

Started for Hamilton sbout 10 A. M. Stopped at Mr, Waters' until
Bfter dinmer.

Tuesday, December 18.
Home most of the day. Went out in the afternoon te golicit sub=
soriptions for Methodist periodicals. ¥o success. The people
that are remaining here have made scarcely anything this season.
'ﬂ'eﬁnesday, December 19.
At home Tixing for donation party to-night., Met about 6 P. M.
11 men, 7 ladles and 1 boy; had a pleasant time. Broke up about
9 o'ecloek. - Donations $34. and some provisions.
' | Thursday, December 20.

Dr. Vance spent the afterncon with me, Weather pleasant in the
forenoon but gquite a snow storm in the evening.
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Priday, December 21,

Pleasant this morning;  spent most of the time vieiting in Hamil-
ton, Fine winter weather. '

8aturday, December 22.

At home; spent most of the day in reading and studying the Bible.
It is the Book of books indeed! Oh, that I might esteem it more
and more. : :

SBunday, December 23.

Preached at Tarryall town at 11 A, ¥, and at night at Tarryall
Digeings to quite a congregation of attentive hearers.

Monday, December 24.

Called at Mr. Wight's in the forenoon. Weather cold but plea-
sant for the time of vear,

Tuesday, December 25.

Spent most of the day and evening at Brother Cirten's. Had an
oyster supper; a pleasant, sociable time, Got a letter from
Brother Query, Quite encouraging. My folks well.

Wednesday, December 26.

Most of the day at home. Went to lMr. Cutler's at Tarryall in
the evening. Several present; had & pleasant, sociable time.
Had some good singing, How much better to spend the evening in
this way than as many do, in shuffling cards.

Thursday, December 27.

At home most of the day. Snowed some, but the weather not cold.
Very pleagant most of the time. How different from what I expect~

ed from the coolness of the Summer!
Friday, December 28.

Visited in Tarryall Diggings. Had supper with Brothers Foster and
Arbuckle. Seem to be splendid %aung men. Appeinted Brother
Foster class leader at Tarryall iggings.

Saturday, December 29th.

Time for the 4th guarterly meeting buit no one out at 11 A, M. ex-
¢ept Brother Birten. Quarterly conferenge met at 3 P, M. The
Elder did not arrive. Brothers Cirten, Sloan and myself were all
that were present. Preached at night. ;

Bunday, December 3?. e

Preached at 11 A. M, from the First Psalm. Small congregation;
preached at night. ¥Enjoyed the meeting very much. Trust that at
least the merbers present were profited, Pleasant weather, 50
time passes; another year has gone.



By this time, lir. Howberi had decided to bring his family
to the Rocky Hountains, and make that region his home for a time,
at least. Iater in the Winter, he returned to Iowa for that pur-
pose, He made the return trip by coach from Denver to the
Missourl River, about six hundred miles in about six days, travel-
ing continuously day and night, which made it a most tiresome
trip. . ' ¥ .
Barly in the Spring, he, with his fanily siaried across -
the plains again, traveling by ox\t@anh as he had done the year
before. The trip as far as Denver was pretty mueh as described
in his diary of the previous year, ahd was without partiqular
incident. Many Indians were seen m the way, bul they were
peaceable and gave no trourle. The only ungsual oCcourrence was
between Denver and Hamilton, where a band of mounted Cheyenne and
Arapahoe Indians, returning from a battle with the Utes in the
South Park, was met. They hud surpriged and killed g pumber of
Utes, and capiured several squawsg, The Cheyennes and Arapahoes
were very much elated over their viciory and the captives takén,
The captive sguaws were riding astride, behind warriors. They
looked cheerful enough and didn't seem at 211l downcast over their
captuvre,

YM», Howbert and famlly located for the Suwmmer in the
Town of Hamiltom; which was sitvated at the lower end of Tarryall
Guleh, & famous placer mining camp in those days. At that time
Hamilton wéa the principal town of the South Park region. At
one time during the previous year, it had contained a population
_of over 5,000 people; but by this time placer mining in this lo-
gality was on the wane and the number of peap}a had materially
decreased. : ) : _

 Mr, Howbert spent the Summer pretiy much as the previous

one, visiting and holding religious services in the various mining
camps in the vicinity of Breckenridge, Califomia Gulch, Buck«
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skin Joe, Fairplay and Hazdlton, with @ casional visits to Colo-
rade City and Canon City, all of which locations were in his cire
cuit. ik | i
% in Oetaber, ‘he rﬁrevad with his family to Colorado City
and soon after he determiva& to give up the aﬂtive ninistry, or,
ag the Methodists term it, te *lacate". Puring the Winter he
had a house constructed on his réhch on Chéyanne Creek, and early
in the Bpring of 1862 he moved hiarfamilyitheré and for the next
twe or three vears, engaged in farming end cattle raising on this
ranch and one acquired later in the vallﬁy of Camp Craék Lﬁbrth of
Coiorado City . . By good nanagemanu he pros perea and became {inane
cially well to do. :

on the convening of the Territorial Legislature in
Colorado thy in the %ummer he was elected Chaplain of the HHouse
af qureaentatlvas, and helﬂ the pusitlﬁn thrcughout the sesgsion
follawing tha Legialature in its removal flrat te Danvar.

In the Fall 02‘1864, on account of the exposure incurred
in looking after his eatﬁia,-he was taken ill and during the re~
mainder of his life, was more or less of an invalid,

In 1855, thinking it pass;bl& a change af climate would
be of hanefit he returned to Iowa whare he had praperty interests,
but not gatting any venerit from the cﬁangs, in the Sprlng of 1866,
he returned to Colorado City and later located on the ranch on
Bear Creek, where the Portland Mill is now located. He lived on
this ranch and in Colorado City until his death in 1871,

¥r. Howbert was a man of very decided convictions; he
was very ardent in his oppesition to slavery., He had seen the
cvila of the institution in Virginia during his early manhood.
Soon afger reaching Ohieo, he actively idantiried himself with the
anti~slavary, or Abolitionist party, as it was called. He often

told of meetings that he attended in those early ﬂays, in which
they were rotten-egged and virtually mobbed by the rabble attending



year 1880-1, there were a good many Southern

pecple in Colorado and a very bitter feeling existed between the
advocates of the Union and those of the Bouthern Confederacy, and
Mr, Howbert, being very pronounced in his epinians, narrowly
escaped getting into trouble on account of his strong advecacy of
Union prineciples, Although far away from the se¢ene of conflict,
he followed the mgaun‘hs of the progress of the war with the
greatest interest. When the news finally reached Celorade City
of the surrender at Appomattox and the end of the Rebellion, he,
with others in Colorado City, gatﬂerﬂﬁ-a large amount of material
on top of the hill back of the town and celebrated the event with
a graat—benrira. : :

My, Howberi's gife died in the winter of 1863. Martha
Marghall Howbert was of Scotch-Irish descent, her father Robert
Marshall being of Irish ancestry, and her mother, Hargaret lc-
Candless, pure Scotch. She was a woman of unuéual ability, a wise
helipmeet to her husband in all his church and pastoral work, and
a devoted mother, whose memory is revered by all her children.

Reverend William Howbert died in 1871, leaving six
¢hildren, Irving, Irene, Alice, Edgar, Frank W. and Charles V.,
all of whom are living at the time of this writing, 1809,
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